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This is a step-by-step guide to playing scales in thirds, sixths, and octaves. Fingerings are 
identical for each key. Each scale spans one octave. Students should begin practicing double stop 
scales in two and three octaves only when scales in a span of one octave are perfectly in tune, 
fluent, and memorized. 
 
Some students find it easiest to begin with octaves, as they are easist to hear. It is vital to learn 
each voice individually with flawless intonation and fluency before attempting to play the voices 
together. When playing thirds and sixths, one voice plays from tonic to tonic, while the other 
voice plays from mediant to mediant. Students should learn the tonic-to-tonic voice first. 
Therefore, when learning scales in thirds, students first learn the bottom voice, whereas when 
learning scales in sixths, students first learn the top voice. It is important to learn each voice 
individually with the exact fingerings which will be used when playing the voices together. 
 
Harmonic minor scales in double stops can be difficult to hear, particularly when playing in 
thirds, where the top voice plays from mediant to mediant. Harmonic minor scales in sixths can 
be awkward to execute due to the interval of an augmented second between the submediant and 
the leading tone. Thus, the fingerings for harmonic minor scales in sixths are unusual. However, 
with practice these should not present a problem.  
 
In an effort to provide identical fingerings for each key, open strings are avoided. Therefore, for 
each individual key, the fingerings provided in this book are not necessarily the easiest or most 
idiomatic. The overall convenience of having to learn only one set of fingerings overrides the 
consideration of using the best possible fingering for each key. 
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&
C MAJ.

Major scales in harmonics (Preparation for octaves)

&
C# MAJ.

&
D MAJ.

&
Eb MAJ.

&
E MAJ.

&
F MAJ.

&
F# MAJ.

&
G MAJ.

&
Ab MAJ.

&
A MAJ.

&
Bb MAJ.

&
B MAJ.
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&
C MIN.

Harmonic minor scales in harmonics (Preparation for octaves)

&
C# MIN.

&
D MIN.

&
Eb MIN.

&
E MIN.

&
F MIN.

&
F# MIN.

&
G MIN.

&
Ab MIN.

&
A MIN.
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Bb MIN.

&
B MIN.
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