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Rudolf Haken

Fantasia for Viola and Piano

composed in 1981 at age 15

Recorded for “Romancing the Viola” CD (MSR Classics 1609)

This was originally a seven-movement work, but was shortened to four. It is generally romantic
in style, and makes use of deep sonorities particular to the viola.

The opening movement, A/legretto, is a melancholy dance in triple meter whose numerous grace
notes sound like miniature sighs. The second movement is more scherzando in character, but
maintains the melancholy nature of the first.

The third movement, Adagio, is a showpiece for cantabile playing. Many years after composing
this Fantasia, I rewrote this movement as part of my Concerto for Clarinet, Orchestra, and Steel
Pans. The third and fourth movements of the Fantasia both feature a tritone key relationship (C
to F#). The finale, in Rondo form, provides an energetic, high-spirited close to the Fantasia.

L. Allegretto measure |
II. Scherzo measure 115
III. Adagio measure 185
IV. Finale measure 284
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