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RUDOLF HAKEN 
TROIS NOUVEAUX RAGS 
piano solo 
 
“Trois Nouveaux Rags” were written in 1987 for Christophe Blanchy, director of 
“Sourdine”, a music society in Paris for which I played several piano recitals, at the Salle 
Gaveau and in the homes of patrons. The title “Trois Nouveaux Rags” is derived from the “Trois 
Nouvelles Etudes” of Chopin. 
 
The title of the first rag, “Rag en Sourdine”, is a tribute to the name of the music society. 
(“En Sourdine” means “secretive” or “muted”.) 
 
The second rag is entitled “Rag des Champignons”. This was originally intended to be 
“Rag des Champions”, in honor of a volleyball championship won by Mr. Blanchy. 
However, when I announced the title at the first performance I mispronounced 
“champions” as “champignons”. Thus the title evolved from “Rag of the Champions” to 
“Rag of the Mushrooms”. An alternative title for this rag is “Rag à grande vitesse”, after 
the “train à grande vitesse” (high-speed train). 
 
The final rag is entitled “Rag des Régrets.” This title is derived from “Valse des Régrets” 
(the French name for Brahms’ Waltz in A-flat Major). 
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