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In 1997 my friend George Brock commissioned me to write a cello duo for Suren Bagratuni and 
Natalia Khoma. After completing Surennatalia for two cellos, I published viola and violin 
versions as well. The work may be performed with two like instruments, or as a violin-cello, 
viola-cello, or violin-viola duo. 
 
The duo begins with an aggressive Prelude in 13/16 time whose theme resembles the “Mission 
Impossible” soundtrack, indicating that what follows should be attempted only by virtuosos. This 
is followed by a funeral march. The third movement is entitled “Rag à grande vitesse”, after the 
“train à grande vitesse” (French high-speed train). The title of the second rag, “Rag des Régrets”, 
is derived from “Valse des Régrets” (the French name for Brahms’ Waltz in A-flat Major). The 
work concludes with a Gigue. 
 
 
 
I. Prélude   measure 1 
2. Marche funèbre   measure 65 
3. Rag à grande vitesse measure 198 
4. Rag des regrets  measure 293 
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