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Polonaise for Trumpet and Piano 
1990 
 

This polonaise was composed Paul Merkelo, principal trumpet of the Montreal Symphony. I  
later transcribed the work for the viola, in a version recorded on the “Romancing the Viola” CD 
(MSR Classics 1609). 

Throughout this Polonaise, the rhythm is deliberately distorted, rendering the work impractical 
for actual dancing. In the second theme, the trumpet appears to enter a half-beat early, one of a 
series of “ensemble problems” deliberately built into the piece.  

A challenge in performing this work is to always play with humor despite the technical 
demands. It should sound like a lopsided, awkward dance.  

The trumpet part is available for both C and Bb trumpets. 
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